
6th Grade Curriculum Pacing Guide 
 
Essential Question:  What does it mean to be a Social Scientist? 
 

 
Throughout the year, 6

th
 graders will be…  

 
Historical thinkers who… 
 

1. Evaluate historical sources for: 
Purpose, audience, point of view, context, reliability, 
authenticity 

2. Use primary and secondary sources as evidence  
3. Analyze patterns 
4. Study multiple perspectives 
5. Organize events chronologically 
6. Examine data for: 

Point of view, Historical context , propaganda 
 

Economic thinkers who … 

1. Study why and how individuals make financial decisions 
2. Analyze why different markets develop in different locations 
3. Study effect of different types of economics 
4. Manage savings and investments 
5. Understand risks and reward 

Political Scientists are community members who … 
 

1. Discuss how government decisions impact societies 
2. Analyze how government decisions impact societies 
3. Analyze how decisions of a few can impact the whole 
4. Analyze the relationship between rights and responsibilities 
5. Discuss personal and national actions 
6. Identify ways lives are enriched and challenged with globalization 

 
Geographers are spatial thinkers who … 
 

1. Use geographic tools 
2. Develop spatial awareness 
3. Develop spatial thinking 
4. Evaluate patterns 
5. Examine places 
6. Examine regions 
7. Ask “why” and “why there” 

 

Unit Quarter Focus Quarter Duration 

1 Geography 
What is Geography and how does Geography support other Social Studies content areas? Knowing the world around 
them: Location, Time zones, Map Basics, Labeling Maps 

1 9 weeks 

2  History 
What is History and how is it intertwined with Geography, Economics, Civics? Reading and writing like a historian: Aztec 
and Mayan Civilization and Canada’s early natives 

2 9 weeks 

3 
 

Economics 
What is Economics and how is it intertwined with history, geography and civics? 
The major explorers and colonizers of the Western Hemisphere, their motivation, and the significant effects on the 
economies of European and Native societies. The movement of people and the exchange of ideas and resources and the 
interdependent relationship between natural resources and people’s ability to relocate  

3 9 weeks 

4 Civics 
What is civics and how is it intertwined with history, geography and economics? Review of the US Government, 
explanation of the interdependence between economic and government systems, exploration of how the civil liberties of 
citizens are shaped, and an investigation of the differing forms of government  

4 9 week 

5 
 

Personal Financial Literacy 
Saving and investing are key contributors to financial well-being, the importance of an emergency fund and medium and 
long term goals, economic decision making involves risk/benefit analyses, and the globally connected nature of our world  

Determined 
by teacher  

1 week 


